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ACE AFRICA 
Action in the Community Environment 

 
A - Z OF FUNDRAISING IDEAS 

 
A Abseil  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Aerobics  
 
 
 
Auction  
 
 
Auction of promises 

Abseil down a local landmark. Great way to 
raise funds and get a lot of local PR. You 
need the support of an abseiling/ climbing 
club and local authority permission. Some 
abseiling clubs run regular charity events 
where your sponsorship money is split 
between their chosen charity and your 
chosen charity. 
 
Organize a sponsored aerobathon with the 
help of gyms, leisure centres and sports 
shops. 
 
Auction off original items, taking a 
percentage of sales. 
 
If you do not have things to auction, you 
can ask friends with skills (hairdressing, 
decorating skills etc) to donate their 
services to be sold to the highest bidder.  

B Baked beans bath 
 
 
 
Barbecue  
 
Book club 
 
Book sale  
 
 
Bring and buy sales  
 
 
Bungee jump 

Get sponsored to spend the day in a 
bath/Jacuzzi of baked beans. Charge 
friends to join you.  
 
Why not add music, football and rounders 
bats to make it more fun! 
 
Charge people for entry & refreshments. 
 
Sell old books, collected from everyone you 
know. Book dealers might buy leftover 
stock. 
 
Bring and buy sales, find a venue, charge 
people for entry and get them to bring an 
item for sale. 
 
Raise sponsorship by taking the plunge! 

C Cake sale  
 
 
 

Hold a traditional cake sale at fetes or fairs 
but include jams, guess the weight of the 
cake competition, cake tombola and 
refreshments. Check health and safety 
regulations. 
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Car boot sales  
 
 
Carol singing  
 
 
Car washing  
 
 
Charity dinner  
 
 
Coffee mornings  
 
 
Companies  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cultural Evening 

Cash in on your old belongings, or sell 
pitches. 
 
Get a group to go door-to-door singing. 
Bigger public displays may require a 
licence. 
 
Wash cars at shopping centres or office car 
parks. 
 
Charge for tickets, but boost your earnings 
with raffles and games. 
 
Choose your venue, invite your guests, and 
put the kettle on. Make extra with raffles, 
bring and buy sales and cake stalls. 
 
Do your homework. Target companies that 
may be interested in your cause based on 
personal contact, locality or a link between 
its product and what you are doing.  Many 
companies will be looking for some 
publicity in return.  Think about how you 
could offer this to them e.g. by creating 
your personal web site of your year, press 
releases. 
 
Why not hold a themed evening related to 
Kenya or Tanzania. You could provide 
music, food and drink from Kenya/ 
Tanzania, as well as cultural insight, and 
charge guests on the door. 

D Disco  
 
 
 
Dog walks  
 
 
Drawing competition 

Ask a local venue to donate the space for 
the evening and sell tickets. Always good 
fun! 
 
Get sponsored to walk people’s dogs. Why 
not put a leaflet through everybody’s door 
in your neighbourhood.  
 
Get local businesses to donate prizes. 

E Egg and spoon race 
 
Easter egg hunt  
 
 
Eating marathon  
 
 

 
 
Edible hide and seek. Charge entry fee and 
ask confectioners. 
 
Get sponsored to stuff your face with as 
many baked beans/grapes/pies etc as 
possible. 
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Exhibitions Stage an art or photography exhibition in a 
community venue. It’s a great idea to get a 
local artist on board. Create a display of 
works by local artists or a photographic 
history of your area. Charge an entrance 
fee or auction selected paintings. 

F Face painting  
 
 
Fancy dress  
 
 
Fast  
 
Fetes  
 
 
 
Football tournaments 

Get creative with face paints at fetes, fairs 
and children’s parties. 
 
Jazz up your event with a fancy dress 
contest. Charge entrance fee. 
 
Get sponsored to fast for an hour, a 
morning or a day. Consult your doctor first. 
 
Reach the whole community by holding a 
fete, or team up with organizers of an 
annual event. 
 
Schedule fixtures and charge teams to 
enter. Ask local businesses for prizes. 

G Game show  
 
 
 
Garage sale  
 
Garden party  
 
 
Guess the what 
competition 

Host mock version of Who Wants To Be A 
Millionaire or The Weakest Link. Otherwise 
adapt board games for big audiences, and 
get prizes donated. 
 
Sell off all your unwanted belongings. 
 
Sell tickets or invite guests to make a 
donation. 
 
Competitors how many sweets in the jar, a 
cake’s weight, guess the baby photo etc. 
The closest answer wins. 

H Halloween party  
 
 
Head shave  
 
Hair braiding 

Another excuse to dress up and party. 
Charge entrance fees and raise money 
trick or treating. 
 
Sick of bad hair days?Go bald for charity! 
 
Always popular. 

I Ice cream eating 
 
 
Ironing  

Get sponsored to eat as many different 
flavours in as short a time as possible. 
 
Offer your ironing services- at a cost. 

J Jewellery making 
 
 

Buy your own beads and get threading. 
Sell your products at markets and craft 
fairs. 
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Jumble sales  
 
 
Junk mail  
 
Juggling marathon 

Have a stall at a local community centre, 
church hall etc. 
 
Collect all your junk mail and sell it to a 
recycling company. 

K Karaoke  
 
 
 
Knitting or crochet 

Arrange your own Pop Idol contest. All you 
need is a machine, a room and a well 
stocked bar. 
 
Sell the things you make at craft fairs and 
markets. 

L Limbo dancing  
 
Line dancing  
 
 
Loud tie day at work 

Have great fun doing it! 
 
It’s all the rage. Just make sure you have a 
caller and plenty of drink! 
 
Get sponsored to wear the loudest tie for a 
day at work. 

M Marathons  
 
Murder mystery evening 

Get sponsored to run a traditional 26-mile 
race. 
 

N Nature trail  
 
 
New Year resolutions 

Offer guided walks to natural beauty spots. 
 
 
Get sponsored to stick to your new year’s 
resolutions. 

O Odd clothes day 
 
 
Odd jobs  
 
Opera night 

Get sponsored to wear odd clothes for the 
day or get people to do it with you. 
 
Get paid to do odd jobs for people. 
 
Stage an opera evening in your area, or 
arrange a trip to see a big London 
production. 

P Paintballing  
 
 
Pancake race  
 
 
Parachute jump  
 
 
 
 
 

Get flipping on Shrove Tuesday. Charge 
teams to enter, and spectators to eat. 
 
Organizing paintballing challenges at 
locally run centres. Players pay to enter. 
 
How much would people pay you to jump 
out of a plane? How much would people 
pay to drop your boss out of a plane? Get 
yourself some sponsorship and insist on a 
minimum target to drop your boss. If they 
don’t want to do it... they’ll have to match 
your amount! 
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Parties  
 
 
 
Plant sale 

Pick a venue, a date, a theme…and party 
on. Sell tickets and charge for extras like 
food. 
 
Sell donated plants or rent out pitches to 
traders. 

Q Quizzes If your local doesn’t run a pub quiz, set 
one up. Test the regulars on pop, trivia or 
sport. 

R Raffles  
 
 
 
 
Recycling  
 
 
Rounders tournament 

Raffles are always good at raising funds 
and don’t cost you a penny if you ask 
people to donate prizes - or use those 
unwanted Christmas pressies. 
 
Collect paper, aluminium, glass, etc, and 
sell on to recycling companies. 
 
Charge people for entry and get local 
businesses to donate prizes. 

S Sleep out 
 
Skydiving  
 
 
Swear box  
 
 
Swimathon 

Requires permission and safety awareness. 
 
Free fall your way back to work- for 
sponsorship. 
 
Spend £1 for every $@*£$ uttered. Put a 
box at home, at work and at the pub. 
 
Get sponsored per length, mile, minute, 
hour… 

T Tea party  
 
 
Tombola  
 
 
Treasure hunt 

Get some friends together, stick the kettle 
on, easy! 
 
Pick a raffle ticket out of a barrel and 
match it with a ticketed prize. Fair and fete 
favourite. 
 
Sniffing out the clues, teams compete 
against each other to discover the “hidden 
treasure” 

U Ugly faces  
 
 
 
Underwear party 

Entrants pay an entry fee to pull their 
ugliest faces to be judged by a panel. The 
ugliest face gets a prize. 
 
One for the adults! Charge guests to come 
wearing it, or take commission for selling 
it. 

V Variety show  
 
 

Comedians, magicians, singers, dancers 
and musicians all under one roof. 
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Vehicle rally 
 
 
 
Videothon  
 
 
Visits  

Well-organised car and bike shows are 
great crowd pullers and fantastic 
fundraisers. 
 
Get sponsored to watch as many films as 
possible during 24 hours. 
 
Organising visits to local places or tourist 
destinations. 

W Walks  
 
 
 
Waxing  
 
 
 
Wine and cheese 
 
 
Wine tasting 

Why not take part in a sponsored walk. Or 
organize your own walk to historical spots 
and places of interest. 
 
A hair-raising experience for the boys. Get 
sponsored to wax your legs or chest or 
why not wax your entire body! 
 
Ask supermarkets to donate the wine and 
cheese. Sell tickets, and produce to take 
away. 
 
Hold tasting sessions for wine companies. 
Charge commission on wine sold. Arrange 
a raffle. 

X Xmas/New Year party  
 
 
 
Xmas hampers 

Stock up on crackers, pudding and mince 
pies. Or break the tradition by holding it in 
July! 
 
Make up and sell your own Xmas hampers. 
Include food, drink, toys and gifts. 

Y Yo-yo challenge 
 
Yard of ale 

Challenge yourself and others to a lengthy 
drinking contest. Charge an entry fee. 
 

Z Zany/bad taste fancy 
dress  
 
Zodiac evening 

Invite people to dress in their worse 
clothes and get sponsored for it! 
 
Invite a guest astrologer for a star-studded 
fundraiser. Charge for entry and 
horoscopes. 

 
 


